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Farmer Profile:  Christie and Paul Miodek 
By Betsy Erickson 

The most difficult part of 

learning about the gardening 

venture of Christie and Paul 

Miodek is finding Christie in 

a free moment.  Outgoing and 

knowledgeable, Christie is 

usually surrounded by cus-

tomers and marketgoers eager 

for information about plants, 

food, and art.  The Miodeks 

come to the market with a 

large trailer loaded with 

herbs, vegetable starts, peren-

nials, and other temptations 

for the gardener.   

Paul Miodek defers to 

Christie, saying, "I drive the 

truck."  She, though, says he 

makes her life a lot easier by 

setting up and maintaining her 

hose system of watering, a 

necessity in the three thou-

sand square feet of garden at 

their Riverbank home.  The 

couple obviously work as a 

team, the strengths of each 

supporting their work. 

Christie has a large variety of 

herb plants for sale.  Included 

are fennel, comfrey, borage, 

many mints, Greek oregano, 

lemon balm, dill, parsley, 

Farmersõ Market 2008 Opening Day: Rosemary, Sage, and Chimes! 

rich earthworm dirt. Weôd like to 

welcome our newest vendors 

Mitzi and Don. Theyôre bringing 

t-shirts Mitziôs embroidered with 

creative LeRoy Farmersô Market 

themes on them. Quincy and his 

wife have our gratitude for brew-

ing and selling the organic, fair-

trade coffee, as well as providing 

warm hospitality.  The LeRoy 

Quality of Life (LQL) Commit-

tee offered cloth shopping bags 

for a small donation, as a great 

alternative to plastic. And, fi-

nally, a special treat for our 

opening day was Lori Leudeman 

leading the Methodist Chime 

group in a lovely array of 

tunes. Altogether it was a joyful 

day, the first of many to come.  

The Farmersô Market kicked 

off the 2008 season last Satur-

day, and it was wonderful to 

see many familiar faces; ven-

dors and customers alike. The 

Bakers have returned this year 

with their chicken, eggs, 

cheeses, and yogurt. Amy Jo 

and Jess are back, this time 

with even more offerings. 

Theyôre making pottery, nice-

looking gathering bags made 

of sturdy, attractive material, 

some childrenôs clothes, soaps, 

and a diverse collection of 

aprons. Brian (Market Master) 

and Karen not only came early 

and stayed late to run the Mar-

ket, but also brought some 

dried herbs, eggs, rhubarb, and 

lettuce. Betsy and Runo in-

stalled an approved kitchen 

over the winter, and to every-

oneôs delight will be bringing 

a variety of fresh-baked breads 

this year. They had their usual 

offerings of honey, beeswax 

candles, wool mittens, slip-

pers, and such. Christie and 

Paul returned with a great di-

versity of offerings, as well ï 

woodburned gourds, recycled 

paper products, herbs, and 

many plant starts. Betty and 

Carol also returned with an 

increased inventory. They 

brought a variety of very rea-

sonably priced embroidered 

items, as well as crocheted rag

-rugs. Steve is brightening our 

Market again this year with his 

presence, and is selling his 

Karen takes a closer look at Amy 

Joõs pottery on the Marketõs 

opening day.  

Christie Miodek  
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