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Farmer Profile:  Steve Johnson 
By Betsy Erickson 

Patrons walking through the Leroy 

Farmers' Market deal with farmers 

and vendors who know their products 

and are both proud of the quality of 

their goods and knowledgeable about 

their use.  But, none among them can 

describe the process of his work and 

its effects with more enthusiasm than 

Steve Johnson.  He and his wife Joan 

occupy a house in Cadillac whose 

basement has gone--not to the dogs--

but to the worms.   

   It started out a few years ago with 

their interest in red worms' ability to 

ingest and transform household vege-

table waste into rich compost.  That 

became too time consuming in 2005, 

and the Johnsons switched their ef-

forts to another worm endeavor.   

   They became associates of a Wis-

consin company that specializes in a               

type of night crawler that will con-

sume a grain/peat mixture that results in 

high quality castings and refuse--perfect 

for nearly all growing plants. 
   In July of last year Steve and Joan 

Johnson began operating their worm 

composting business independently.  

Their basement is set up, Steve says, 

like an orderly little factory, the two and 

a half gallon pails in rows with 275 

This seasonõs newsletters are proving to be a true community effort!  

Weõve had submissions and creative ideas from our farmers and 
community members Betsy, Mitzi, Amy Jo, Jess, and Renaye.  
Their ideas and contributions give much appreciated diversity and 

personal touch to our Farmersõ Market publication. More contribu-
tions are welcomed and encouraged! Weõd like to see more artwork, 
from children and adults; gardening/farming anecdotes; gardening 

tips and tricks; educational pieces; poetry; or whatever else strikes 
you!  If you feel so inspired, you can send your ideas and/or crea-

tive offerings to Amanda.  Her contact information is on the back 
page.  We look forward to what will come!  

Steve Johnson  
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as photographed and framed 

by Mitzi Ruswick.  
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